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On Aug 15 in Asuncion, Juan Carlos Wasmosy was sworn in as Paraguay's first civilian president
in nearly 40 years. The country's last civilian president, Federico Chavez, was overthrown in
1954 by Gen. Alfredo Stroessner, who then led a military dictatorship for 35 years. Wasmosy
elected to a five-year term was the official candidate for the National Republican Association
(Asociacion Nacional Republicana, ANR), known as the Colorado Party, which has been in power
in Paraguay since 1947. Wasmosy will face an uphill battle to pass legislation while in office, since
opposition parties won a majority of seats in both houses of Congress in the May 9 general elections.
Throughout Wasmosy's term, the domestic and international spotlight will likely focus on the
new president's efforts to carry forward the transition from military to civilian rule. Wasmosy will
have to respond to demands to clarify past human rights abuses and corruption under the former
military government, while at the same time avoiding any rupture in the civilian government's
delicate relations with the armed forces. The transition from military to civilian rule began with
the overthrow of Stroessner in 1989 by Gen. Andres Rodriguez. Rodriguez convoked a national
referendum in order to secure a mandate to complete the remainder of Stroessner's term in office.
He then was elected to the presidency in 1990, largely on the basis of a campaign promise to hand
over power to a democratically-elected civilian in 1993. On the same day as he was sworn in,
Wasmosy administered the oath of office to the members of his cabinet. Cabinet-level appointments
include: Foreign Minister - Diogenes Martinez Defense - Hugo Estigarribia Interior - Carlos
Podesta Public Health and Social Welfare - Candido Nunez Public Works - Carlos Facetti Finance
- Crispiniano Sandoval Justice and Labor - Juan Manuel Morales Education and Culture - Nicanor
Duarte Industry and Commerce - Ubaldo Scavone Agriculture and Ranching - Raul Torres In
addition, Wasmosy appointed four cabinet-level advisors: Juan Chavez as political advisor, Oscar
Paciello as social welfare advisor, Miguel Angel Maidana as legal advisor, and Alberto Nogues for
international relations. Other appointments include presidential spokesperson Eduardo Venialgo,
chief of staff (secretario del gabinete civil) Bernardino Hugo Saguier, security affairs chief (secretario
del gabinete militar) Gen. Silvio Noguera, and planning secretariat executive secretary Angel
Vicente Urbieta. Wasmosy named Gen. Concepcion Ocampos as head of the joint chiefs of staff, and
Gen. Lino Oviedo as Army chief. (Sources: Associated Press, 08/15/93; Notimex, 08/14/93, 08/16/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 08/15/93, 08/16/93; Agence France-Presse, 08/15/93, 08/18/93)
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